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Managing Environmental Change at the Rural-Urban Fringe
The spaces where town meets country are often among the most treasured yet poorly understood places within the UK.  This research answers three fundamental questions. How is this “rural fringe” changing and why? And how can we more effectively understand and manage change in places of such uncertainty, diversity and transition? 
What are we doing?
· This interdisciplinary project funded by RELU will produce improved intelligence to inform future policy and practice across the UK addressing the planning and management of the rural-urban fringe (RUF). 
· Our approach integrates the hitherto disparate concepts of spatial planning and ecosystem services to strengthen our understanding of the nature, scope and potential of the RUF.  
· From this academic and policy “soup” we have identified four key areas of major policy concern. (1) Building bridges between spatial planning and ecosystems approaches (2) Long term planning (3) Community environmental governance (4) Contested Values and Decision making (theme of the WMRAF seminar). 

·  These themes will be developed into policy briefs from workshops, case studies and individual reports which collectively utilise the expertise and networks of the project team members. 
·  From these, strategic principles will be proposed to guide and plan change within the RUF. 
· Collectively, these outputs will promote an integrated and spatial model for rural-urban fringe management and signpost further research addressing the environmental change agenda.

When are we doing it?
· The £145K project will run for 18 months from 1st July 2010
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How are we doing it?

· A unified project team of academics, practitioners and professionals (including Birmingham Environment Partnership, the University of Aberdeen, David Jarvis Associates, Forest Research, Green Economics Institute, Localise West Midlands, National Farmers Union, Natural England, West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum and Worcestershire County Council) are working together to harness their collective experience and knowledge to create a new way of doing participatory research within which strategic planning for the rural-urban fringe might flourish. 

What will we produce? 

· Policy Briefs, research and policy papers and a toolkit for wider application across the UK. A final conference will help bring all the findings together in December 2011.   
· Our approach allows academic and policy specialists to work collectively throughout the research process, crossing traditional rural/urban and natural/social science boundaries, to share knowledge and experience incorporating the latest theoretical and policy contributions from spatial planning and ecology as they relate to environmental change. 
· All results will be disseminated through reports, papers, real/virtual conference(s), the project website and podcasts.  
Who are we?

· Principal Investigator: Dr Alister Scott, Reader in Spatial Planning at Birmingham City University. Co-investigators including Dr Mark Reed, Professor Richard Coles, Dr. Nick Morton and Dr. Rachel Curzon .  
What makes us special? 
· This project develops new tools and approaches to understand and manage change in the rural-urban fringe by combining the expertise of academics and practitioners in one team 
· The focus on the rural–urban fringe is important given its policy and academic neglect.  

· The combining of spatial planning and ecosystem service theories is novel in policy and research.
· The research is focussed on influencing policy at a time of key change in planning and governance in the UK. 
Want to know more?

· Contact Alister on: alister.scott@bcu.ac.uk or 0121 331 5631 (office) / 07554147910 (mobile)
Diagram to illustrate the various stages in the project 
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West Midlands Rural Affairs briefing Note: "Improving decision making  for the sustainable management of the rural-urban fringe". 1-3.15pm  
How we make decisions about the Rural- Urban Fringe (RUF) is a key challenge given the fuzzy and temporal nature of the boundary of the RUF. Set within a changing system of governance (as we write this) there are huge opportunities and threats for this area.  Making the right decisions is key. 
This seminar will involve: 

1. A 5 minute  briefing on the RUF project by Dr Alister Scott project manager
2. A series of 5 minute briefings from Forum members to facilitate discussion. Each speaker will finish with a key question.
3. A chance for all participants to propose 1 solution to the questions raised     
4. A plenary session where each of the questions will be pursued in a time managed discussion. 
5. Concluding comments.  
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