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Issue 49










19th November 2010
This Week’s messages




Hi All, and welcome to this week’s summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits. Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Apologies for the technical hitch over last week’s newsletter.  Hope to do better this week!!
Thanks 
David Howatson

On behalf of the WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines:
Plunkett Foundation Annual Conference  - 25th November 2010 at the Telford International Centre - , “Better Business”;

The Plunkett Foundation are offering a limited number of free places to West Midlands based organisations. These free places will be allocated on a first come first served basis and for everybody else the early bird rate will still apply.- see details under Invites below.

December RAF meeting:
Please see the attached map for directions:
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· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	8 Dec 10
	77 Paradise Circus, Queensway, Birmingham
	1:30- pm  - 3:30pm
Improving decision making  for the sustainable management of the rural-urban fringe;


· Specialist Seminar 8th December 2010

Following the next full Forum meeting on the 8th December, there will be a specialist seminar in the form of a workshop to look at “improving decision making  for the sustainable management of the rural-urban fringe”.  Dr Alister Scott BA PhD MRTPI, Reader in Spatial Planning at the School of Property, Construction and Planning, Birmingham City University will lead the seminar.  Dr Scott has been conducting a research project into the urban/rural fringe.  He is keen to disseminate information about the research programme and also to gather views from both the RAF membership and from members of the wider rural network.
Please let David Howatson know by Friday December 3rd whether you would like to attend the seminar.
Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image2.wmf]
Consultation aims to secure the future of care services.  Consultation begins this week on plans to safeguard services for vulnerable adults in Staffordshire.  Read more….
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Your local health and social care services are changing – have your say.  Herefordshire are consulting on innovative plans to change the way health and social care services are provided in Herefordshire.  Read more…
[image: image4.wmf]
New proposals for planning fees to make a fairer system.  Proposals for a fairer planning fees system are being set out  for consultation by Government.  Read More….
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Thursday 25th November - Telford International Centre
The Plunkett Foundation’s Annual Rural Social Enterprise Conference series is essential for anyone interested in social enterprise and rural development. The 10th in the series, “Better Business” will explore how social enterprise offers the strongest and most viable model for rural communities to take ownership of the issues that affect them.  A limited number of free places to West Midlands based organizations are on offer. These free places will be allocated on a first come first served basis and for everybody else the early bird rate will still apply until 19th November.  Read more…..
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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The Forestry Commission/RTPI Woodfuel Development Guidance aims to inform planners and woodfuel developers of issues surrounding producing and supplying wood for fuel and was launched at a recent workshop on Cannock Chase.  Read More….
Back to the top
[image: image8.wmf]  
The civil service is not full of fat cats.  The caricature of the feather-bedded civil servant bears no relation to the modern reality.  Read more…..
[image: image9.wmf]
Local people can’t afford local homes across much of the British countryside despite recent reductions in house prices, according to new analysis from Halifax. Britain’s biggest mortgage lender reports in its Rural Housing Review that average house prices increased by more in the countryside than they did in the towns over the last decade; adding £100,000 to the value of the typical rural home.  Read more….
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Government backs livestock industry sustainability efforts.  In a debate on a private Members’ Bill on 12th November, Farming Minister Jim Paice made a commitment that the Government would continue to work with the livestock industry as it makes concrete progress towards sustainability, and will take a keen interest in ensuring that this progress is maintained.  Read more in Hansard…..
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The Worcestershire Woodland Guidelines brings together landscape and biodiversity guidance on tree and woodland planting in Worcestershire and makes them available via an interactive website.  Read more…
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Business Voice West Midlands - the minutes of the meeting held in November 2010 are attached here for information.

[image: image14.wmf]
Defra confirms Higher Level Stewardship funding and new Environmental Stewardship payment schedule.  The Government has confirmed the details of spending on Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) until 2014. The announcement means that farmers who have applied to join the HLS scheme this year, and are waiting to learn if they’ve been successful, can be given start dates.  Read more…
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5400             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: david.howatson@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Directions to 77 Paradise Circus Queensway, Birmingham, B1 2DT
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Directions


1. Take the escalator from New Street Station up to the Pallasades Shopping Centre.


2. Turn left at the top of the escalator.


3. Exit the Pallasades via “the ramp” to New Street (you’ll pass HSBC  – so you’ll know you’re on the right track.) 


4. Turn left along New Street, follow it until you pass the large fountain (Victoria Square), 

5. Turn right towards the Central Library (Chamberlain Square).

6. Turn to the left and go up the steps (or the ramp) through the doors with MAcdonalds on your left.


7. Follow the arcade straight through and out the other side.


8. On exiting the arcade there is a Jazz Club on your right called The Yardbirds, next to that is a set of steps, follow these down and along the passageway.


9. The building directly opposite the end is 77 Paradise Circus Queensway. On the satellite photo as “A” 



_1351409704.doc
Business Voice WM / West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Rural Economy Group – Minutes

4 November 2010


Present:



Caroline Bedell (Country Land and Business Association)


David Collier (National Farmers Union/Group Chairman)


Chris Harvey (West Midlands Chambers of Commerce)


Jamie Inglis (Business Link)


David Ledbury (Business Link)


Paul Sampson (Worcestershire County Council)


Peter Silver (Federation of Small Businesses)


James Watkins (Business Voice WM)


1. West Midlands’ Economy


David Collier outlined the latest report from Advantage West Midlands, which reported that business growth had eased with employment rising in the three months to August by 27,000. Some 216,000 people were unemployed, equating to an 8% unemployment rate. Coca Cola had announced the closure of its Malvern bottling plant. Alton Towers had recruited staff for temporary posts that lasted for a number of weeks. Jobs would be created by a new supermarket in Market Drayton. Government jobs will be created linked to the 2011 Census.


2. Notes of the last meeting


AGREED


3. Matters Arising


The Business Voice WM meeting with OFCOM was referred to. James Watkins stated the meeting had gone well and OFCOM will work with Business Voice WM on the criteria setting process for the kind of bandwidth which is required in rural areas. OFCOM also advised Business Voice WM to work with a division of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in respect of Government plans to extend broadband coverage in rural areas.


David Collier reported on a pilot in the south and south west of Herefordshire for broadband coverage to be rolled out; the Chancellor had as part of the CSR statement announced that this project would be supported. In addition, another pilot for broadband coverage was taking place in the Ludlow, Tenbury and Leominster area.  In respect of the latter pilot, briefings on this matter were being made to meetings of the CLA, UKITA, Ludlow Chamber and Tenbury Business Forum. 

4. Local Enterprise Partnerships


James Watkins reported that the Government had approved the following LEP applications for the first stage process:


· Birmingham, Solihull, South Staffordshire, East Staffordshire


· Coventry and Warwickshire


· Marches (Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin)


· Stoke on Trent and Staffordshire


The following LEP bids from the West Midlands are yet to be accepted:


· Black Country


· Worcestershire


In respect of the proposal by Business Voice WM for a mechanism to link LEPs together, the Government had written to Business Voice WM offering the services of two civil servants to ascertain if such a mechanism is possible.


The Local Growth White Paper also contained the plans of the Government to establish a West Midlands Sub National Growth Hub. This growth hub will focus on business sectors that have a high chance of strong growth year on year.


Paul Sampson reported that the Government remained to be convinced as to the functional economic geography contained in the Worcestershire LEP proposal. The issue of the adequacy of business engagement was also raised by the Government. 


It was AGREED that the Worcestershire consultation event on the LEP proposal, planned for 11 November, would be sent to colleagues. 


Caroline Bedell and David Collier expressed concerns there was no rural business engagement with the Coventry and Warwickshire and Birmingham, Solihull, east Staffordshire, south Staffordshire LEP proposal but there had been rural business engagement with the Marches LEP proposal. It was therefore AGREED that these two LEPs would be contacted to ensure rural business interests are integral to the future development of the LEPs.


It was also AGREED that a way forward, being pursued by Business Voice WM, for LEPs to work together should continue.


In addition, it was AGREED that the Group should meet the Department for Business official to ensure that rural business needs are part of the planning for the Sub National Growth Hub.


Caroline Bedell proposed a meeting to bring rural businesses together to develop a manifesto for the LEPs. This was AGREED.


Caroline Bedell proposed that planning procedures should change so that permission in principle could be agreed in advance of details such as environmental surveys being carried out. It was AGREED to write to the Planning Minister, Bob Neill MP, to lobby on this issue.  


5. Forests


Government plans to sell forests to reduce the deficit were noted. It was considered that such a policy was unlikely to have a negative impact on the rural business community.


6. Land Based Business Advice

David Ledbury reported that Business Link had announced that its new Land Based Advisory Service (LBAS) is open for business. The following briefing outlines the available service and summarises eligibility requirements.


The service will be delivered by the following suppliers: ADAS, DJM Consulting and Kite Consulting.


The support funds one day’s consultancy, taking a fresh look at each business. The scope of the review takes the form of a detailed diagnostic, looking at:


•       Company Background & Details


•       Overview of the business


•       Company Financials


•       Financial Analysis (incl. comparison against sector benchmarks)


•       Current Situation (incl. SWOT analysis)


•       Objectives & Priorities


•       Action Plan (to reflect sector trends & key land based issues)


•       Assessment of Skills Needs


•       Issues, Recommendations & Solutions


The adviser may be asked to concentrate on a particularly important business issue.


Business Link advises that the following are suitable applicants:


•       Farming


•       Primary Processors


•       Foresters


•       Growers


It was AGREED to promote this service.


In addition, the programme “Going for Growth” – which helps find funds for capital projects – was still continuing.


However, with the Government deciding to phase out Business Links and replace them with a national call centre and website, these services may face cuts in 2011. However, reference was made to the LEP discussion (as announced) that these technical services could be included in the Sub National Growth Hub. 

The manure management plans for farmers initiative was now on hold because of the cuts. 


7. RDPE

Caroline Bedell reported confusion with the RDPE programme with some businesses being asked to retender and uncertainty as to whether or not a range of projects had been approved. It was AGREED that Caroline Bedell, David Collier and James Watkins would work on a letter to go to AWM to seek clarity as to the exact plans and future for the RDPE programme. 


8. Floods


James Watkins reported that a Business Voice WM meeting with the Environment Agency had led to an agreement for detailed talks to take place on flood mitigation plans for the Tame, Severn, Wye and Trent. Colleagues were asked to send to Business Voice their thoughts on flood mitigation linked to each or all of these rivers. It was AGREED that the Environment Agency guide for businesses about flood risk would be sent to Business Link.


9. AOB


a) David Collier reported that the Prince’s Countryside Fund is offering grants, with an application window running from 1 November 2010 to 1 December 2010, and the application process can be found via princescountrysidefund.org.uk. The grants were available to organisations, though not to individuals or statutory bodies, and the maximum grant was £50,000.

b) David Collier reported that a Heartwoods half-day event on the wood fuel supply chain would be held in Staffordshire on 8 December. New planning guidance on wood-fuel would be launched on 9 November, also in Staffordshire.

10. Date of next meeting


24 February, 2.30pm, NFU office – Telford  
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