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Issue 43










30 September 2010
This Week’s messages




Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Please note there will not be a newsletter next week, but you should expect a bumper is from 14 October 2010.

Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Highlights from 29 September Forum Meeting 
This was a meeting of changes, both in the West Midlands and within the Forum. Ian Edwards (AWM) and I were thanked for our contribution to the Forum as it was the last meeting for us both, and Business Link took us through how the recent changes have impacted on the services they provide.  See there presentations 1 & 2.
Change is never without opportunity and Prof Colin Davis introduced the Sustainability Interchange – see his presentation for details.

The bulk of the meeting was used to update members on the changes outlined in the recently issued position paper (most recent version includes options) and 21 September 2010 Ministerial meeting (see Caroline’s Blog) to discuss how and whether the Forum moves forward.  

Members generally felt that there was insufficient information on a number of levels to enable them to make a decision, and that option one was the most realistic option at present.  There was a general feeling that something should exist so that members could share good practice, network, where appropriate raise issues to a higher level, and engage with developing LEPs to ensure rural issues and concerns are addressed.  
It was felt that there will be some (limited) clarity following the Comprehensive Spending Review, it is also expected that alternative funding for WMRAF / Rural Network should be considered.

There was lots of useful information shared during the final Q & A session, don’t forget to use this bulletin for sharing those useful nuggets as well.

The full (draft) minutes are available here, if there any amendments or additions needed please advise me before 11 October 2010, when they will become the final version.
· Highlights from the CAG following the above 29 September Forum meeting 
The CAG picked up on the actions that would be needed following the Forum.  These were largely around ensuring quality support for the Forum.
There was also a discussion regarding the annual conference.  This included timing, cost, and theme.  It was agreed that a theme like ‘Big rural communities’ and how the Big Society concept could help rural communities would be helpful.  However it was also agreed that a lot more clarity regarding policy and changes in West Midland’s structures would be needed before this could be done well.  A proposal was therefore made that the annual conference should be deferred till June 2011 or later.
Have you any ideas for themes?  When would you feel a conference would be best held? Would you value a conference?  Let your WMRAF sector, Chair, Vice-Chairs or secretariat know your views.
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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  Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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FREE places at sustainable agriculture conference...

You may be interested in the Sustainable Agricultural Partnerships summit, which is being held in London on 7-8th December. Farming Futures will be there, and the organisers are keen for as many farmers and growers to attend as possible.  Read more…
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Key Seminar on: How Best Can We Deliver Local Enterprise Partnerships in a Period of Deficit Reduction - 25 October, 2010 - Royal Commonwealth Society, London. Read more… 
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For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
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Natural England has recently updated the Environmental Stewardship pages of the Natural England website – read more…
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Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk

[image: image8.wmf] 

_1347376001.doc
KEY SEMINAR IN LONDON ON DELIVERING THE NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGY ON LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIPS TO REPLACE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES

 


HOW BEST CAN WE DELIVER 

LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIPS

IN A PERIOD OF DEFICIT REDUCTION?

 


  REPLACING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES WITH LEPs;

  ACHIEVING NEW ECONOMIC POWERHOUSES THROUGH BUSINESS/COUNCIL PARTNERSHIPS;

  ENSURING A LEAD ROLE FOR WEALTH CREATING BUSINESS;

  MAKING BEST USE OF THE REGIONAL GROWTH FUND;  INVOLVING HIGHER EDUCATION;

  THE ROLE AND POTENTIAL OUTCOMES OF THE BIS COMMITTEE INQUIRY

 


Monday 25 October, 2010      

 -   Royal Commonwealth Society,  London 

     

Contributors include        

·                                           Minister or Senior Official,  Department for Communities and Local Government 

·                                           Dr Adam Marshall,  Director of Policy and External Affairs,  British Chambers of Commerce 

·                                           Alexandra Jones,  Chief Executive,  Centre for Cities 

·                                           Cllr Peter Box,  Leader,  City of Wakefield Council 

·                                           John Lowther,  Director of Strategy, Tees Valley Unlimited 

·                                           Cllr Seán Woodward,  Chair,  Partnership for Urban South Hampshire  

·                                           Prof Kathy Pain,  Professor of Real Estate Development,  and Prof Gavin Parker, Professor of Planning Studies, University of Reading  

·                                           Giles Ellerton,  Chairman,  South London LEP  

·                                           Dr Ita O’Donovan,  Honorary Lecturer,  University of Birmingham   

·                                           Senior Representative,      North West Enterprise Commissi


                                                                              Independent Regional Growth Fund Panel   


                                                                              Midlands Chamber of Commerce 

                                                                              BIS Select Committee 

     

Issues covered 

 


 


         How best can we rebuild and rebalance local economies to spread new economic opportunities across the country?

         How will Local Economic Partnerships of elected authorities and business replace RDAs?

         How can LEPs to provide strategic leadership and economic vision for local areas?

         How can LEPs fully involve and engage the wealth-generating private sector?

         Can we achieve more effective LEPs with phased introduction, fuller powers, prioritisation and more defined roles of partners?

         How do we translate a City Region into a Local Enterprise Partnership, with greater business involvement?

         Will LEPs be strong enough to tackle inward investment, emerging industries and innovation? 

         Can MAAs become LEPs and take control of the economic destiny of a local area?

         Can local business grasp the opportunity to shape an LEP for businesses and the local economy to grow? 

         How will the Regional Growth Fund support significant potential for sustainable growth and provide private sector jobs? 

         How can this be effective in areas now dependent on the public sector?

         Can new measures create a new powerhouse to drive forward local economies?

         How can and will higher education develop an important role in delivering effectiveness of LEPs in their area?

         What are the roles and potential outcomes of the select committee inquiry?          

         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

 


Please Note

 


    Any problems, please contact the Office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk.

 

    To unsubscribe please telephone 01422 845004  - or  reply to this message on seminars@cppseminars.org.uk  - We apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused.

 


Commonwealth Club

 


      All delegates to the seminar will be able to use the facilities of the stylish and cutting edge Commonwealth Club for themselves and their guests in the evening after the event.

 


How to Book

 


To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details  Click Here

 

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings.
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